, 


» -— 


* 4 2 
* » © = 
o 


FS PIR 


TE o g 
4 5 : FO 
| & WF 
bs 4 5 
* * 


FIRST LETTER. 


* 
19 


LETTER 


FROM 


HARD, „F 


BECENTLY RETIAED PROM THIS counTay, 
* 


TO THE 


Earl of Carliſi- 


EXPLAINING-THE CAUSES OF THAT EVENT. 


SECOND EDITION, 


——_— —_ 
— — — 
6 1 —— 
„ 
— 
* 


DUBLIN PRINTED). 


LONDON, 


Re- printed and Sold by G. G. and J. Rop1NsSON, Paters 
noſter- Row; and J. DEBRETT, Piccadilly, 


1793 


4 


— Sees Rated " . — wt oli. we Soar > 4 aa 


THE FIRST 


L © T TE & *s 


&c. &. 


DEAR CARLISLE, 


I THaxx you for your letter, 
25 for the motives that induced you to write 


: I know the warmth and truth of your 
rv for me; and feel the ſincerity of 
it, when you appriſe me of all the calumnies, 
all the aſperſions, all the falſe charges and 


| voted head: but, ſtanding as I find I do, ſingle, 
naked, and unſupported, I tremble not :—1 
A 2 am 


infinuations that are levelled agaiffſt my de- 


4 
' 
| 
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am not diſmayed, I feel the inward conſciouſ- 
neſs that, againſt whatever part of my con- 
duct, whether as to meaſures or arrangements, 
the attack 1s principally to be levelled, I am 
able to defend its juſtice, wiſdom, and pro- 
priety. As yet, my dear Carlifle, but one 
ide of the queſtion has been heard :---It has 
been beard only through the medium of inſi- 
nuations and ſuſpicions :---through that of ca- 
lumny and aſperfion ; under the maſk of pre- 
tended regret, and of friendly concern for me 
and my character, Perhaps you yourſelf may 


have received your information, and taken' 


your opinions from the very perſons who have 
groſsly betrayed, and unfeclingly abandoned 
me; whoſe counſels, maxims, and meaſures, 
J have been purſuing; and for having pur- 
ſued, I am now given up to every ſort of ob- 
loquy, and every extent of diſgrace. 


You tell me, you have heard, of the liſt of 


my diſmiffals with ſurpriſe and diſmay. I long 
to know what diſmiſſals they are, that have 
produced t this wonderful 2. 


I re- 
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I removed two clerks from office, placed in 
fituations that required a certain degree of 
confidence, but perfectly ſubordinate, and 
of no oſtenſibility ; it might be ſufficient for 
me to ſay, that neither I nor my chief Secre- 
tary, with whom they were in hourly inter- 
courſe, ' felt inclined to give them that confi- 
dence ; or to ſuffer the buſineſs of their re- 
ſpective offices to be conducted on the ſyſtem 


which we found had been lately introduced 
there. 


In your days they were clerks, in mine I 
found them miniſters. Other governments 
might have been managed upon ſuch a ſyſtem ;_ 
mine could not. One of my objects, and 
that a principal one, was to bring back con- 
ſequence and, dignity to Englith government, 
and reſtore the caſtle its proper miniſters ;— 
to have, in every ſubordinate office, perſons 
content to manage it as ſuch; and to ſhew that 
the government, as well in its patronage, as 
in all its various official details, was in no 
other hands but mine and Lord M n's. 


Whether I left theſe perſons the pens and ink 


of their office, with their uſual ſalaries, or 


removing 


3 
removing them, made compenſation adequate 
to their ſervices and pretenſions, can never 
appear to me matter of ſuch magnitude, as to 
ſpread diſmay through the Britiſh cabinet, In 
this light it is really too ridiculous. But to 
take care of. them was an act not only of pro- 
pricty, but of juſtice. The thanks of one of 
them conveyed in writing, and expreſſed in 
perſonal conference with myſelf, within theſe _ 
two days, juſtify my intention to him. Mr. 
Ce indeed, whoſe tone and ſtyle rendered 
his approach to a ſuperior not to be ſupported, 
rejects my propoſals in his favour, and thinks 
a retreat upon £.1200 a year an inadequate 


recompence for the magnitude and importance 
of his ſervices. | 


| TI made propoſals to the B-ſh M— r for 
the removal of the A———y and S———r 
G——1]1s : are theſe propofals, and with the 
terms and ſtipulations on which I ſuggeſted the 
adoption of them, among the cauſes that has 
ſpread this conſternation? Mr. P — and the 
D——e of P——d know perfectly well, that 
the men whom I found poſſeſſed of theſe miniſ- 
terial offices, were not the men in whom J 


meant 


io 


ET 1 


meant to confide, in the arduous meaſures I 
had to undertake. Was I then to have two 
ſets of men, one poſſeſſing confidence without 
office, the other office without confidence ? 
The abſurdity muſt ſtrike you and every body ; 
and the delay of perfecting in England, the 
arrangements I propoſed, in order to avoid the 
abſurdity, expoſed Lord M n to a ſituation 
perfectly awkward, and which might have been 
highly embarraſſing. But I can take my 
ground on the fact itſelf, independent of every 
other conſideration: without meaning to depre- 
ciate the character of thoſe gentlemen till in 
thoſe offices, with reſpect to their profeſſional 
merits, indiſputably they were not men of 
parliamentary abilities: and you know it is 
principally upon the perſons in thoſe of- 
fices that G t relies both for the 
defence and the diſplay of their meaſures. 
I had a right, therefore, to look for par- 
liamentary abilities in the perſons who 
filled thoſe offiges, and were to fit upon the 
T——ry Bch; in them I did not find 
that qualification; in Mr. P—-—y I found it 
in an eminent degree, his appointment the 
D-— of Pd at all timgs conſidered as a 

thing 


— —! * 2 * —— 423 — — — — ** * 33 * _ * 4 . 
2 1 b * _ - — * . » . 
— 2 — — — * 2 2 ; _— * K 2 — „ 
DT —-— «4*ö—˙Äw • UE 
— — . * 2 _— o * 


"4% ) 


thing to be done: it was the ſituation he 
always defigned him, as that for which he 
was moſt peculiarly qualified, as well by his 
profeſſional knowledge and talents, as by his 
parliamentary eloquence, and it was the only 
one in which he could ſerve me confidentially, 
and oſtenſibly: that he ſhould do ſo was as 
much the D- of P.— d's recommendation, 
as it was my defire. If it had not been % 
why did the D— of P— d deſire me to 
ſend for him to England, to conſult upon the 
arrangement and plan of my Gt? why 
did Mr. P—— admit him to conſultations 
upon our arrangements to meaſures ? the 
only objections that I ever remembered Mr. 
P—— to have ſuggeſted, was, that he wiſhed 
him firſt to be O——=T Cn. in order that 
he might not jump at once into the 
elevated ſtation of A———y G | I, 
but riſe by a Tegular gradation; but # never 
once coneurred in this objection, becauſe 1 
knew Mr. P——y had always fairly ſtated, 
both to the . of e. and to me, that 
he had another perſon in view for 8 T 
6 to whom he and all his political 
connections were under an abſolute engage- 
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ment—the only one to which they were pledg- 
ed. The great queſtion then was, to make an 
eaſy and honorable retreat for the perſon who 
actually poſſeſſed the office of Ay G——] : 
that retreat was ſecured to him in- the full 
meaning and intent of theſe expreſſions ; unleſs 
it can be ſaid, that a reverſion for himſelf and 
his ſon of J. 2300 per annum, (and that daily 
augmenting) a peerage for his family, and an 
aſſurance on my part, that although removed 
from the immediate pretenſions of his office, 
he ſtill remained the perſon in my contempla- 
tion to fill the firſt vacancy of a Chief's ſeat 
on the Bench, was not an eaſy and honorable 
retreat, but a puniſhment for fins not com- 
« mitted againſt my a——n." 


With reſpe&t to the Sr G-: conſi- 
dering his pretenſions, I conceive, that, had 
my propoſals been carried into effect, I ſhould 
have done equally well by him. The world 
thinks ſo, and judging from his manner to- 
wards Lord M. and me, I have every reaſon to 
believe that he joins in the common opinion. 


B And 


And now for the grand queſtion about Mr. 
B d. In a letter of mine to Mr. Pt on 
this ſubject, I reminded him of a converſation, 
in which I had expreſſed to him (in anſwer to 
the queſtion put to him by me) my apprehen- 
ſions, that it would be neceſſary to remove that 
gentleman, and that he did not offer the flight- 
eſt objection, or ſay a ſingle word in favour of 
Mr. Bd. This alone would have made 
me ſuppoſe, that I ſhould be exempt from every 
imputation of breach of agreement, if I de- 
termined to remove him ; but when, on my 
arrival here, I found all thoſe apprehenſions of 
his dangerous power, which Mr. P—t admits 
I had often repreſented to him, were fully juſti- 
fied ; when he was filling a fituation greater 
than that of the Ld It, and when 
I clearly ſaw, that if I had connected myſelf 
with him, it would have been connecting my- 
ſelf with a perſon under univerſal heavy ſuſpi- 
cions, and ſubjecting my government to all 
the opprobrium and unpopularity attendant 
upon his mal ad —— n. What was then to 


be my choice—what the deciſion I had ta 


form? I could not hefitate a moment :—1I de- 
cided at once, not to cloud the dawn of my 
22 — [} 


— K— —ę— — —utu Eee ns 


mme 2 A 


Ml 
1 
Pk 
7% 
* 
"2 
= . 
% 
* 
# 


{48-1 

n, by leaving in ſuch power and au- 
thority, ſo much imputed malverſation : but in 
doing this, I determined, while I meant to cur- 
tail him of his power, and to ſhew to the nation. 
that he did not belong to my a————n, to let 
him remain in point of income, as well, to 
the full, as he had ever been; l did not touch, 
and he knew I had determined not to touch, 
a hair of the head of any one of his family 
or friends; and they are ſtill leſt in the full 
enjoyment of more emolument than ever was 
accumulated in any country upon any one 
family. To the odium of doing ſo I ſubmitted, 
rather than incur the riſque of diſpleaſing my 
collcagues, by infringing the emolument of a 
perſon profelling great attachment to them; 
though indeed, at the ſame time, I had no ſlight 
ground of doubting the ſincerity of thoſe pro- 
feſſions. This, then, is the liſt of my diſmiſ- 
fions; by theſe I have puniſhed ſins not com- 
mitted againſt me; and by theſe I have drawn 
down upon my head the cenſure of my Sove- 
reign, even at the riſque of the peace of this 
kingdom, and have deſerved to be abandoned 


by thoſe, in whom I moſt truſted, and to whoſe 


tupport I bad every right that the moſt ſincere 
Ba affection 
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affection, themoſt implicit confidence, unbound- 
ed reliance, and invariable attachment could 
give, to depend on. But one more ſhort word 
on this part of the ſubje&t—the diſmiſſals. 
When were thoſe diſmiſſals made, and 
when announced to the B-ſh Cabinet — Be- 
fore the meeting of Parliament. When did 
their criminality, and the enormity of their 
offence, firſt commence?—It was when, under 
the credit of my a —N, perhaps de- 
rived from thoſe very cauſes, the Parliament 
had ſubmitted to unparalleled burdens, not 
ſolely for the purpoſe of providing for the in- 
ternal ſecurity of this kingdom, by the moſt 
ample and formidable military eſtabliſhments, 
but likewiſe by lending its aſſiſtance to the 
empire at large, in the hour of its greateſt 
diſtreſs, by aids great and munificent beyond 
all example ; then commenced the breach. of 
all faith and agreement on my part;—then, 
and not till then, did theſe diſmiflals aſſume the 
character of © heinous unpardonable crimina- 
lity ;*—then did my a— -n become 
miſchievous and ruinous to this kingdom, dan- 
gerous to his Majeſty's ſervice, and ſubverſive 

of 
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of the ſupremacy of Engliſh government in 
Ireland. 


But it appears that not only my arrange- 
ments, but my meaſures alſo, have created the 
moſt univerſal ſurpriſe and diſmay. © Perſons, 
© it ſeems, the moſt connected with me, have 
s precipitately opened meaſures, which can- 
* not be contemplated without terror ;” and all 


this I have permitted to be done, © before I had 


time to judge with my own underſtanding.” 
Am I then, that light, weak, and eaſy man, that 


in matters of the higheſt import to the ſer- 
vice, with which I have been entruſted, I ſhould 
have abandoned my judgment, and committed 
my deciſions to others, without conſulting my 


own underſtanding ? If ſo, it were much to he 


wiſhed that the diſcovery had been made be- 


fore laſt July ;—before I had been compelled 
by inceſſant ſolicitations, and the moſt urgent 
importunities, to undertake the arduous taſk 


for which I and mine have relinquiſhed all our 
comforts. Egregiouſly muſt you have been 


miſled, my dear Carliſle, if ſuch has been 
the light in which my proceedings on the 


Catholic queſtion have been repreſented to you; 


4 my 
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my correſpondence with the Secretary of S—e 
for this department will give you very differ- 
ent impreſiions; and, as my friend, I defire 
you will apply to fee it. I will not enter with 


you into the policy of this great queſtion, as I 


have referred you to a correſpondence, where, 
I truit, you will find the reaſons on which I 
grounded the meaſures which I propoſed to be 
adopted in the progreſs of it. The chief cauſe 
of diſcontent with me on this head, you re- 
preſent to be—the precipitancy with which 
thoſe meaſures were opened; and to that I 
ſhall confine myſelf in anſwer to 


You will recollect that the meaſure of eman- 
cipation to the Catholics was originally the 
meaſure of Mr. P—t, and the W d 
adminiſtration, The moſt ſtrenuous and zeal- 
ous friends of my predeceſſor claimed the cre- 
dit of it for their patron, in terms of the 


' tygheſt compliment: They did it in the Houſe 


of C8; they did it in the Houſe of 
L—ds laſt night. The perſons whom Lord 
W- then principally conſulted, op- 
poſed it ; but the open interference of Lord 
Het, and the avowed determination of the 

Britiſh 
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Britiſh Cabinet, communicated as well to the 


Catholic agents on the ſpot, as through the 
medium of confidential perſons ſent over to 
England for that purpoſe, bore down their op- 


poſition. The declarations both of Mr. P—t 
and Mr. Ds on the occaſion, are well 
known in this country, and are often quoted : 
— They would not riſque a rebellion in Ire- 
« land on ſuch a queſtion.” But what they 
would not riſque under Lord W—————4's 
adminiſtration, they are not afraid to riſque 
under mine, when the jealouſy and alarm, 
which certainly at the firſt period, pervaded 
the minds of the Proteſtant body, exit no 
longer; when not one Proteſtant corporation, 
ſcarcely an individual, has come forward to 
deprecate and oppoſe the indulgence claimed 
by the higher orders of Catholics; when even 
ſome of thoſe who were mod alarmed in 1793, 
and were then the moſt violent oppoſers, de- 
clare the indulgences now aſked, to be only 
the neceſſary conſequences of thoſe granted at 


that time, and poſitively eſſential to ſecure * f 
well-being of the two countries. 


But 
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But after all, why did not Mr. Pt warn me 
of thoſe horrid conſequences, previous to my 
departure for Ireland, if he really felt them? 
Why was the ſubject left open for my judgment 
and diſcretion ? It was becauſe he himſelf ap- 
proved the principle, and he knew that I would 
not have undertaken the miſſion, unleſs I had 
been Jeſt ſo unreſtrained. How then ſtands 


the queſtion ? Doubtleſs if I had not found on 


my arrival, that the ſubject was in actual agi- 
tation, and that there was a certainty of its 
being brought immediately forward before Par- 
liament, 1 ſhould not at this critical moment 
have ſtirred it. There was a poſſibility that it 


might provoke ſome Proteſtant diſcontent, and 


this I conceived to be a circumſtance that ought 
moſt cautiouſly to be avoided, provided the 
conſiderations, that had been diſcuſſed between 
my colleagues and me in England, did not 
appear to me to outweigh it. 


The points then to be conſidered are theſe : 
If the general principle of conceding to the 
Catholics was only taken up by me on my 
arrival here, without previous agreement on 
the part of the B=-ſh Miniſters, and without 

my 
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my having reaſon to expect their ſubſequent 
concurrence:—if the only point reſerved for 
conſideration was- tlie time and manner of 
bringing forward the meaſure, and if it was 
not implicitly left to my diſcretion to judge of 
that manner and time: if I did not take every 
proper precaution to exerciſe that diſcretion, 
and to obtain information by every means 
within my reach :---it I yielded to the neceſſity 
of giving way to the meaſure, before I had 
thoroughly examined the practicability and 
policy of putting it off :---1t theſe things are 
10, then I ſtand convicted :---then I muſt he 
content to have laid at my door the ferment 
and diſtraction which reſiſtance to the Catho- 
lic pretenfions and my recal from the Go- 
vernment have raiſed.---But if the converſe of 
this be true, then the verdict muſt be given in 
my favor; and to the events that may here- 
aſter confirm that verdict, I too look forward 
with as much terror and diſinay as you or any 
perſon whatever ;---perhaps with more, becauſe 
I am at hand to fee how great and imminent 
the danger 1s :---but perhaps it will be better 
to ſtate the trantaction. I arrived here with 
the recommendations ef the B----ſh Cabinet, 


C and 
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and the point committed by them to my de- 
ciſion, ſtrongly impreſſed upon my mind; 


I had converſations with moſt reſpectable per- 
ſons upon this important ſubject, and at firſt I 
entertained hopes that the queſtion might lie 


dormant for the preſent ſeſſion, as my firſt let- 
ters will evince; but a few days ſhewed me, 
that theſe hopes would prove nugatory, I 
found that the matter was already on foot, 
and I have the beſt grounds for believing that 
on the day of the D- of P. 's kiſſing hands, 
it was determined to bring it forward this 
ſeſſion. All the old friends with whom he had 
acted, when he was here as Lord L------- t, 
and whom it was concluded he would again 
call to his councils, on taking to himſelf the 
government, of which there was at that time 
a general expectation, were known, from their 
public declarations, and from their proceedings 
in parliament, to intend a full and complete 
emancipation ; his own opinions were univer- 
fally believed to coincide with his Iriſh friends ; 
as, to my knowledge, they certainly did.--- 
Immediately meaſures were therefore taken by 
the Catholics, preparatory to the expected 
change of a- n here; and by the 
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time of my arrival, the petitions. which have 
been ſince laid before the Houſe of Commons, 
were in complete readineſs. When J had fully 
ſatisfied myſelf by every information that I 
could gain, that this was the real ſtate of 
the affair; and when I found that any at- 
tempt of mine to ſtop it for the preſent 
would be uſeleſs; it gave me great fatis- 
faction to find that the bufineſs had been put 
into the hands of my friend Mr. Grattan, by 
the Catholics, as it gave me an opportunity of 
knowing every thing that was intended, and 
of conſulting upon it with the C—t in 
London, previous to its heing publicly 
known. When once the Catholics had pofi- 
tively decided to bring forward this queſtion, 
even if I had not had previous conſultation 
with my colleagues on the buſineſs, under ſuch 
circumſtances I ſhould have thought it right 
and expedient to gain credit and ſtrength 
to the adminiſtration, by yielding to the gene- 
ral wiſh ; but the fact is, that while I was fol- 
lowing my own opinions and inclinations, I 
was following their directions; and I ſtrictly 
complied with them; when finding that the 
general diſpoſition was not to be reſiſted, I 
5 reſolved 
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reſolved to give the meaſure a handſome and 
cordial ſupport on the part of government. The 
happy effects of this determination I fully ex- 
perienced. You have been told, I perceive, 
that the bill was brought in preeipitately : this 
is not the fact. Leave to bring in the bill has 
certainly been moved for by Mr. G—n, but 
not a line of the bill itſelf ever produced. 
There appeared a riſing impatience among the 
Catholics after the delivery of their petitions, 
which-made me apprehend that the meaſure 
might be transferred: from the hands of Mr. 
G——n to thoſe of another, with whom | 
might have no connection, and conſequently 
over whom I could have no hopes of controul, 
or to have communication, however much 1 
might wiſh it. There was no want of candi- 
dates for this honor; there were enough greedy 
to ſeize upon it. I therefore deſired Mr. G. 
to take poſſeſſion of the bufinefs, that I 
might be fure of myſelf having controul over 
the management of the bill. By this means 


the plan and extent of the meaſure is now | 


known only to the B-ſh C—t, to whom 
1 have ſubmitted it ; and it remains a profound 
ſeeret to every Roman Catholic, and to every 

Proteſtant, 
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# Proteſtant, except to the very few of the latter 
. deſcription, to whom I have thought proper 


to confide it. Of theſe the Primate was the 
firſt ; and Miniſters are already poſſeſſed of 
his opinions on the ſubject : they are equally 
4 in poſſeſſion of every information reſpecting 
3 men's minds and tempers, which I am 
| able to give: with reſpect to the merits 
y of the caſe, abſtracted from the local cir- 
cumſtances, ſurely it would be preſumption 
in me to pretend to dictate to them ; I have 
ö repreſented clearly and diſtinctly my own opi- 
1 nions, but they are capable of deciding and 
judging for themſelves : in the way I have 
managed they have an opportunity of doing ii 
\ before the bill is introduced; ſo that if they 
| do not agree with Mr. Grattan's, (in which I 
heartily concur) and if they do not come up 
to the extent claimed and expected by the Ca- 
tholics, they have had time previous to the in- 
troduction of the bill, to ſuggeſt any expedients, 
modifications, or limitations, they may think 
proper to introduce: thus by my management, 
g———t will do this without incurring the 
odium of narrowing an original propoſi- 
tion, and defeating hopes once realized. 
Thus, 


_.. 
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Thus, then, I made myſelf maſter, as well of 
the time of bringing the meaſure forward, as 
for confulting on the points to be conceded : 
for, as to reſiſting altogether, I ſhould have 
belied my own conviction, and betrayed my 
ſituation, if I did not repreſent, as I have 


repeatedly done, that 1t would not only defeat 


every hope I had formed for the general ſecu- 
rity and defence of the country, but be at- 
tended with a certainty of the moſt alarming 
and fatal conſequences. Of this, as I have 
already obſerved to you, every day preſented 
me with additional, indiſputable proofs. The 
alarm that has been univerſally ſpread by the 
rumour of the meaſures being to be reſiſted, 
the language of every perſon with whom 1 
converſe, even of the boldeſt of its former 


oppoſers, the Reſolutions and Addreſſes from 


the City, echoed already from the Cities of 
Cork, Londonderry, and the County of Kit 
dare; and actually adopted through every 
part of the kingdom, the debates of theſe 
laſt days in the Houſe of C—s; all theſe 
muſt prove to you that my repreſentations 
were at leaſt nothing ſhort of the truth. I 
truſt that the evil genius of England will not 
to 
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ſo far infatuate it miniſters, as to induce them 
to wait for more deciſive corroborations of the 
faithfulneſs and honeſty with which I have 
warned them of the danger of perſiſting in 
their fatal change of opinion on this momentous 
queſtion : I traſt they will perceive, before it 
be too late, that the meaſures which I thought 


it my duty to ſuggeſt, are the only meaſures 


that can ſecure the good underſtanding be- 


tween the two countries; which, as you may 
obſerve, it was our plan to obtain by the beſt 
means we could ; and without which, the moſt 
{crious calamities may ariſe to both nations.--- 
The proſpect of having this plan deteated 
may, and will plunge you, and every welt 
wiſher to his country, in that “ affliction and 
« conſternation in which,” you ſay, © you are 
* loſt.” But let thoſe be anſwerable, to whoſe 
counſels alone that misfortune muſt be attri- 
buted ;---to thoſe who, though raſhly and pre- 
cipitately taking their opinions from ſecret, 
unavowed, inſidious informations, and in di- 
rect and open contempt of the official commu- 
nications of the perſon intruſted by his Majeſty 
with the government of this kingdom, in the 


very midſt of a critical ſeſſion of p—————t, 
and 
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and while the meaſures were yet pending, 
which were to provide for the ſafety, and, 
perhaps, for the very exiſtence of the country, 
formed the deſperate reſolution to change the 
whole of their ſyſtem, on a queſtion which, 
they knew and admit, would involve in its 
decifion—that ſafety and that exiſtence ; and 
then, while in fact the whole proceeding is to 
be traced to the M , who, impoſing on 
his colleagues, riſks all, rather than not ex- 
tend his protection to thoſe whom he eonſi- 
ders as his excluſive friends, ſcreen themſclves 
by endeavouring to throw on me the cenſure 
of having “ changed the decided points on 
* which I had taken my decifion to embark, 
and of having been hurried into the adop- 
© tion of meaſures here, which could not have 
* had the previous approbation of M——s 
« in England, or ſubſequently obtained their 


* concurrence.” You have already ſeen how 


falſe and how groundleſs that accuſation is 
with reſpect to the Catholic queſtion. It is 
equally ſo in every other reſpect. The mea- 
ſure of arranging the T——y Bench, the 


bare outline, or rather the principle, of which 


has been ſtated in the Houle, preparatory to 
its 


„ 

its introduction, was fully agreed on between 
Sir J-n P-—1 and Mr. P—-. Nothing was 
left unſettled but the detail, and this would 
have been ſubmitted to the Britiſh Cabinet, as 
the detail of the Catholic buſineſs has been 


ſubmitted to them, previous to its diſcuſſion 


in the Houſe. Theſe are the only meaſures I 
have attempted in Parliament, except the ſup- 
plies, and the defence of the country. Are 
theſe the meaſures on. which I am to be ac- 
cuſed ? Am ] to expect to be arraigned, from a 
general opinion—that I had not obtained the 
previous concurrence of Miniſters ? when on 
the faith of my Government, the reputations 
of the perſons whom I had called to my coun- 
cils, and principally becauſe I was known to 
ſtand unconnected with thoſe for whom my 
Government is now ſubverted; the Houſe of 
Commons of Ireland had unanimouſly granted 
me the largeſt ſupplics that have ever been de- 
manded, When I had procured an army, in- 
finitely ſuperior in numbers to whatever had 
been voted before in this kingdom—when J 
laid a foundation for increaſing the eſtabliſhed 
force of the country, and procured a vote of 
two hundred thouſand pounds towards the 

D general 
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| general defence of the empire; will my 

| friends inquire why, in all the correſpon- 
| dence of the Britiſh Miniſtry, I have never re- 
| ceived a line to expreſs the leaſt ſatisfaction, 

| the leaſt approbation of theſe my ſucceſsful 

[ exertions in his Majeſty's ſervice ? Why, to 

1 the eve of my recal, they never deigned 

even to notice, or to give a word of anſwer, 

while J repeatedly called for inſtructions how 


| 
1 
| I ſhould proceed, in giving theſe meaſures their 


beſt effect towards the general ſervice ? and 
why, at the very moment when I was going 
[| on with the united confidence and ſupport of 
| Parliament and People, in rapidly promot- 
j ing internal tranquillity, and ſucceſsfully pro- 
| viding: for foreign defence, the Miniftry of 
England, inſtead of co-operating with my 
zeal, or forwarding -my intentions, were 
through one channel caviling with me on petty 
arrangements, and the jobs of intriguing in- 
chviduals; and through another (the channel 
of my friends) abandoning and betraying 
ine? | | 


You expreſs an earneſt wiſh that I may yet 
be able to reſide : I certainly cannot. But I am 
certainly 
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certainly prepared to meet, confute, and retort 
that criminating opinion, however general you 
may repreſent it to be on your fide of the water, 
that I and my adviſers have been haſty and pre- 
cipitate. There is indeed another opinion, 
which you ſay is equally general, that I ſhall 
be moſt anxious to confirm. Whatever it may 
coſt my feelings, I ſhall not forget the duty I owe 
to his Majeſty, or neglect the truſt he has been 
gracioufly pleaſed to repoſe in me: a ſenſe of 
my own honor, and what I owe to myſelf, will 
unite with whatever my country has a right to 
expect from me. In impofing upon me this 
taſk, I ſhall ' omit no © perſonal ſacrifice that 


may tend to the eaſe of his Majeſty's govern- 


« ment, or the advancement of his ſervice,” 
as far. as depends on my influence during the 
ſhort period of my retaining the authority 
with which he ſo lately condeſcended to inveſt 
me. If in the hands of thoſe, to whom I have 
been directed to tranſmit that authority, his 
Majeſty's government ſhall feel embarraſſments 
that may affect the general adminiſtration, I 
have the unanimous teſtimony of both his 
Houſes of P———t here, I have their una- 
nimous proceedings to prove, that no ſuch 

3 embar- 
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ee ens exiſted in my days, and Iſt 
I had no ſuch to fear. 


1 had reſolved never to enter in the moſt 
diſtant degree on any defence. of my conduct, 
until I ſhould be admitted into his Majeſty's 
cloſet, where alone I ſhould deign to anſwer 
the unjuſt charges that are urged againſt me. 
The deſire of ſatisfying a friend, who, I know, 
is intereſted, in my reputation and happineſs, 
has imperceptibly led me into this rapid ſketch 
of all my proceedings, fince my arrival here; 
as I have done it, I not only have no objection 
but I even wiſh, that you will ſhew it to as 
many perſons as you tþ think proper. 


